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Received O&ober 24, 1766,

XXXVIIL. An Account of a fuccefsful Ope-
ation for the Hydrops Pefforis, by William
Moreland, Surgeon at Greenwich; com-
municated by W, Watlon, M.D.F.R. 8.

Read Dec. 18, S very few inftances are to be met
1766. . . . . .
with in medical or chirurgical
writers, of the fuccefsful opening of the thorax in the
dropfy of the breaft; the following perfon’s cafe, who
was preferved by it in the moft imminent danger of
death, may encourage others under fimilar circum-
ftances to perform the operation, which has hitherto
been very rarely attempted.
Anne Harmf{worth of Crooms Hill, Greenwich, of
a thin, heic habit of body, and fubje& to defluxions
on the breaft, about the latter end of the year 1760,
complained of a {mart, thooting pain in her right fide,
which fomewhat affe@ed her breaft. Her evacuations
by ftool and urine were by no means deficient, nor
was there any remarkable appearance on the part
affeCted. A blifter was applied, and oily medicines
given, which relieved her in a few days, yet not fo
intirely but that fhe had returns of the pain at different
times, though not fufficient to make her apply for
advice, till November 1762, when fhe was feized
with a much greater degree of the fame kind of pain,

attended with difficulty of refpiration, a fenfe of weight
on
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on the diaphragm, and a quick pulfe, with a little
more heat than ufual.

On the 18th of December, I faw her, for the firft
time, with Mr. Mills, a furgeon at Greenwich, when
fhe related to me the above complaints, now much
augmented, having a fenfe of fulnefs in that fide (which
was ready to burft, as the termed it) and an evident
fluctuation in the right cavity of the thorax. Buther
left fide was free trom complaint. She made very
little urine, and that limpid. The expectorant
medicines (blifter and cathartic) were adminiftred
without the leaft relief; her fymptoms gradually
increafing,

On the 1t of January 1763, the could breathe in
no other fituation than that of the thorax brought for-
ward to the knees, in which pofture fhe continued
till the 3oth of January, when finding the ribs ele-
vated exceedingly, and the right fide of the thorax
uniformly diftended, with every other reafon tendin
to confirm the notion of a fluid’s being lodged there :
we, in company with Mr. William Sharp (whofe
opinion we had, this day, requefted) propofed the
operation to her, which the prefent preflure of her
difeafe, and the little probability of her living long in
that ftate, determined her to confent to.

I, then, in prefence of Mr. William Sharp, furgeon
to St. Bartholemew’s, and Mr. Mills, made an incifion,
about four inches long, between the fixth and feventh
ribs, (reckoning upwards)and about half way between
the fpine and fternum into the cavity of the thorax,
and difcharged from thence feven pints of limpid
ferum. Immediately the difficulty of breathing was

removed, buta faintnefs fucceeding feemed toendanger
her



[ 304 ]

her for a fhort time, occafioned more by the fudden
removal of the preflure from the lungs, than any
other inconvenience from the operation, the lofs of
blood being very inconfiderable.

From this time to the next morning, the urine was
fecreted and difcharged to the quantity of three pints
more than fhe had drank. On the firft dreffing, the
next day, there iffued about a fpoonfull of ferum, but
none afterwards: and though fhe remained weak and
faint for feveral days, yet {he had no other inconveni-
ence, from the time of the operation to thatof the
cicatrization of the wound, which was compleated in
lefs than a month; the wound having been drefled
fuperficially the whole time.

It may be remarked, that, though, at the time of
the operation, fhe was two months gone with child,
the nevertheles compleated her pregnancy, and is
now in as good a ftate as fhe had enjoyed for many
years before.

XXXIX. A4 Letter



